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Increase Student Engagement,
Boost Your Creativity, and
Transform Your Life as an Educator

DAVE BURGESS

Dave Burgess is a U.S. History teacher at West Hills High School in San Diego and a semi-professional
magician specializing in stand-up comedy magic. He was a 2001 and 2012 Golden Apple recipient in the
Grossmont Union High School District and the 2007/2008 Teacher of the Year at West Hills. He has been
voted a faculty standout for seventeen consecutive years in categories such as: Most Entertaining, Most
Energetic, and Most Dramatic. He specializes in teaching hard-to-reach, hard-to-motivate students with
techniques that incorporate showmanship and creativity.

Dave is also a highly sought after professional development speaker well known for his creative,
entertaining, and outrageously energetic style. His seminars and keynotes not only motivate and inspire
teachers, but also help them to develop practical ways to become more creative and engaging in the
classroom. He is the New York Times Best-Selling author of Teach Like a PIRATE currently available on
Amazon.

You can contact Dave at outrageousteaching@gmail.com On Twitter he is @burgessdave
Please go to http://daveburgess.com to sign-up for my FREE Outrageous Teaching e-mail updates filled
with tips, techniques and motivational messages for teachers.
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PASSION

“Only passions, great passions, can elevate the soul to great things.” —Denis Diderot

The deep, dark, secret problem that all teachers share (and the solution!):

1. Within my subject content areas, I am passionate about:

2. Within my profession, but not specific to my subject matter, I am passionate about:

3. Completely outside of my profession, I am passionate about:

Passion makes you relentless and uncompromising in your pursuit of excellence.
Passion allows you to conquer the day-to-day frustrations and obstacles of our profession.

Connecting, or reconnecting, to your passions brings fulfillment as an educator.
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HOOKS: Part One

Swimming with the Sharks

Taboo

Board Message

The Mystery Bag

Teasers (Marketing and Promoting in advance)
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ASK & ANALYZE

“Always the beautiful answer who asks a more beautiful question” —E.E. Cummings

“The important thing is to not stop questioning” —Albert Einstein

“Questions are the laser of human consciousness’’ —Anthony Robbins

The myth of the blinding flash of light

How can we develop creativity? Are you tuned to the right station/frequency?

Creative genius is more about hard work and directed attention than it is about brilliance

The 6 Words!

Failure vs. Feedback: A Paradigm Shift

You MUST create a system for capturing your thoughts and ideas
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HOOKS: Part Two

Props

Student on Stage

Call and Response

The Cook Hook

The Safari

Kinesthetic
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TRANSFORMATION

“Provide an uncommon experience for your students, and they will reward you with an
uncommon effort and attitude.” —Dave Burgess

Your doorway can be the entrance into another world!

The Power of the Purple Cow

Positioning (avoiding the medicine approach)

Two Tough Questions!
1.

2.

Reframing
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